1]2        A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDlNTA

that he practised, but alienation from sensuality, it was not
fleeing from the world but fleeing from worldliness. Renuncia-
tion of earthly values and realization of the Supreme are the
negative and positive aspects of the same spiritual process. To
abolish the sense of economic and secular values, he resorted to a
novel method which has now become classic in mystic literature,-
by which he would take a clod of earth in one hand and some
silver coins in the other, establish an association in his mind
regarding their absolute worthlessn'ess in the realization of God,,
and finally consign both to the Ganges. His body would auto-
matically recoil from contact with money and other sense-
values as naturally as it would respond to a divine calL.
He used to touch sand and filth and thus recognize their
equal futility in spiritual consciousness.  To abolish the
sense of status and superiority, he would often wash unclean-
places, like a professional scavenger. With a view to elimi-
nating sex-consciousness, he would suggest to himself that
he was a woman, and dress and move like a woman. He
would regard every man and woman as a living mani-
festation of the Divine Mother and it is recorded by his
disciples that the performance of a Tantric practice known as-
sodashi i>uja whereby he one day worshipped his own wife
as the Mother, was the crowning consummation of all his
sadhanas. Though S'arada Devi was with her husband almost
under the same roof in Dakshineswar for eight months, the
minds of the divine couple were attuned to the Infinite and
never came down to the plane of sensuality.

It will be of absorbing interest to the students of Bhakti
Yoga to know the external symptoms of his irrepressible
yearning for the ecstasy of divine thrills and touches. He
developed a mad thirst for the realization of the Motherhood!
of God. In the agony of his separation from Her, he would;